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The 2012 reunion in Myrtle Beach has come to an 

end. The weather Gods smiled on us once again 

granting us sunny and 80 degree days and 60 degree 

nights. 

 We were able to start setting up the reception room 

at noon on Thursday. Every one pitched in setting up 

the room.  Volunteers had a production line going 

filling the welcome bags with lots of laughing going 

on. The reunion had begun. After the bags were 

done the group set out to help with the ships store 

and room set up. Now that the room was ready in 

record time we were able to sit and relax with our 

favorite beverage and snacks.  

Friday morning brought us a 

great breakfast buffet in the 

reception room followed by 

our yearly meeting.  Ben led 

the meeting providing the 

financial report along 

with the last year’s 

business. We also 

discussed the 2016 

reunion destination. The 

results of our vote was Jacksonville, Florida. 

A short bus ride brought us to Old Benjamin’s 

Seafood Buffet for dinner, 

followed by the Good 

Vibrations oldies music stage 

show.  

Our Mills family enjoyed a free day on Saturday.  The 

dinner dance Saturday 

night was a blast with 

great food and 

entertainment.  The 

Mills version of Village 

people made a 

surprise visit.       

 

 

Tom Link led Sunday morning services. After a 

relaxing day the silent auction 

closed and Karaoke was 

enjoyed. All good things must 

come to an end, with the trip 

home Monday morning.  

We would like to welcome our new family 
members who attended their first reunion. 
Wayne and Dorothy Gordon, Ed and Patty 
Griffith, Bo and Carol Anne Bostrup, Paul and 
Beth Edwards, along with Bob Mingrey, 

George  Elasko  won the ships wheel. He said 
he is going to hang it on his wall in is home. 

 A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO:  

Lexi and Skip Amorson worked tirelessly all year 
to get donations for the reunion. They were able 
to obtain over $300.00 at Wal-Mart or Sam’s 
Club and 13 cases of beer.  WOW...great job!!! 

Kathleen and John Davenport for running the 
silent auction again this year.  

Trudy Faught for helping with the silent auction 
in Captain Drinkwater’s absence. 

Tom Link for donating the ships wheel. 

Captain Drinkwater for donating this coming 
year’s auction item. 

All the family members that volunteered 
Thursday afternoon, too numerous to mention 
here. 

We celebrated Butch and Trudy’s anniversary, 
Lexi and Jim Hall’s birthday’s. 

Jim Hall (90) was our oldest family member in 
attendance. 

 

FROM THE PLANNER 



Several ladies questioned me about item selection 

for the silent Auction. Bids have been declining, 

partially because of the economy which affects all of 

us; and they think partially because of items brought 

to auction. Initially, Paula thought it would be good 

for each of us to bring something indigenous to our 

home state.  Later it was expanded to anything you 

might buy or barter from any source that you deem 

appropriate.   I still think that the choice is entirely 

up to those who bring items to draw interest and 

bids.  There is no directive from 

me or anyone else to bring 

anything particular.  The Kitty is 

grateful to all who take time to 

make, buy or barter for any 

item they deem appropriate.  

The auction has been our most 

powerful fund raising tool for quite a few years now.  

The administrative crew believes the diversity of 

items has been both entertaining and practical, and 

thanks to everyone who cares enough to participate 

in the auction every year.  Please continue to feed 

the kitty in this fun way.    

2016 REUNION INFO FROM BEN 

Paula and I have just returned from Jacksonville for a 

Reunion Planning session and site visit.  Prior to 

leaving I was in touch with the hotel we stayed at in 

2005 and one other on the Beach.  I was surprised at 

the response.  Our Comfort Inn is now a Hampton 

Inn.  They have just completed a multimillion dollar 

renovation, raised rates more than significantly and 

have no interest in reunions at their facility.  The 

rate I was quoted for next year is 129.00 per night if 

we came in November.  They have no room for us in 

be assured it would be higher.  This is a difference of 

$55.00 a night in 7 yrs. The next hotel I called 

displayed the same general coldness to military 

reunion business.   While in Jax we spent much time 

the local CVB representative.  He was very quick to 

tell me “Ben you won’t get on the Beach.”  Most of 

the hotels there were torn down for Condo’s in the  

past few years and those that remain {5 on the 

water} don’t need or want reunions.  If we do stay in 

Jacksonville, it will have to be downtown.   I have 

several bids out to Downtown hotels, but don’t think 

they will come in within our acceptable prices, 

particularly 3 + years from now.  At the Fam, 5 hotels 

from Cocoa beach made presentations to Paula and 

I.  They all would love to have MILLS in Cocoa Beach 

in 2016.  I am going to try to get us a good deal there 

as long as there are no strong objections.  Please call 

me at 252 504 3733 if you wish to discuss the 2016 

reunion. We WILL be on a beach with a Luau and 

hopefully music.  It’s about 21/2 hours South of 

Jacksonville; flights can come in to Melbourne 

airport or Orlando which is only an hour away. The 

Kennedy Space center is a perfect venue for us, 

Paula and I spent a day there.  Not a ton of walking 

and the history of America in space gave me goose 

bumps.        

FACEBOOK  

Bob Gaboury has built the USS MILLS group site. 
We have 61 members at this writing.  Facebook 
allows you to post pictures, chat and post any 
message you wish to share with the Mills family. 
You have to register on face book then click groups, 
type in USS MILLS DER 383 in the search box. Ask 
to be a friend to have all access to the postings.  
Please click on” friends only” when setting up your 
home page. This will give you the security and allow 
only your friends and shipmates to view your 
postings.       

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REUNION 

2013 



Thursday October 3
rd

 thru Monday October 7
th

  

We will be staying at the Surfside Oceanfront Inns 

and Suites. 1211 Atlantic Ave. Virginia Beach, Va. 

Phone 757-428-1183 for early reservations. Please 

mention the USS Mills reunion. The rates are $85.75 

inclusive per night. All rooms are Oceanfront.   

Day 1 is a Norfolk City tour including 

MacArthur Memorial Museum – Naval 

Station Norfolk – Lunch on base – Active 

Duty ship visit {If possible} In order to get 

on Base everyone needs a valid picture ID 

and no scissors, knives or any lethal item 

can be carried. 

Day 2 Victory Rover Harbor cruise. Boxed 

Lunch included on cruise –Visit to the 

Nauticus National Maritime Center - 

followed by a tour of the Battleship 

Wisconsin. 

Dinner Saturday evening - Followed by 

short business Meeting and either dancing 

or Karaoke with Loretta  

Sunday AM - Christian Service with Chaplain 

Tom Link 

Rest of the Day Free 

 

      MacArthur Memorial Museum 

The MacArthur Memorial is a museum and research 
center dedicated to preserving and presenting the 
story of the life of General of the Army Douglas 
MacArthur. The Memorial also pays tribute to the 
millions of men and women who served with General 
MacArthur in World War I, World War II, and the 
Korean War. 

Situated in downtown Norfolk VA, the Memorial 
consists of a museum, archives and research center, 
education center, theatre, welcome center and a gift 
shop. A visit to the Memorial will allow you to explore 
the life of one of America’s greatest generals.  

 

 

Naval Station Norfolk   

A base of the United States Navy, supporting naval 

forces in the United States Fleet Forces 

Command, those operating in the Atlantic 

Ocean, Mediterranean Sea, and Indian Ocean. NS 

Norfolk, also known as the Norfolk Naval Base, 

occupies about four miles of waterfront space and 

seven miles of pier and wharf space of the Hampton 

Roads peninsula known as Sewell's Point. It is the 

world's largest Naval Station, supporting 75 ships 

and 134 aircraft alongside 14 piers and 11 aircraft 

hangars, and houses the largest concentration of 

U.S. Navy forces. Port Services controls more than 

3,100 ships' movements annually as they arrive and 

depart their berths. 

Air Operations conducts over 100,000 flight 

operations each year, an average of 275 flights per 

day or one every six minutes. Over 150,000 

passengers and 264,000 tons of mail and cargo 

depart annually on Air Mobility Command aircraft 

and other AMC-chartered flights from the airfield's 

AMC Terminal. It is the hub for Navy logistics going 

to the U.S. European Command and U.S. Central 

Command theaters of operations, as well as to the 

Caribbean areas under U.S. Southern Command. 

CHAT ROOM 

Every Wednesday evening Gabby hosts a chat room 

for the Mills family and friends. There are usually 5 

or 6 people that chat. It is good way to keep in touch 

with people from different parts of the country.  We 

talk about everything and anything. You do not need 

any special equipment. We can either type the 

message or use a web cam.  The web site is: 
ussmills.net/chatroom 

              

 

 

 

 



CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

If you have an address change please let Pat 

Bridgford know as I like to keep the roster up to 

date. This will ensure you get the current 

newsletter.  

SICK BAY 

Nothing to report at this time. 

SILENT AUCTION (OUR BIGGEST FUND RAISER) 

Captain Drinkwater has donated an ashtray   this 

year.  See enclosed. 

DUES 

This is the business part of the newsletter.  

Thank you for sending in your dues for last year. 

We have covered the cost of this newsletter 

again last year. As you are aware the dues are 

$25.00 per year. Please continue to support our 

newsletter. We appreciate your help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make it Snow ! 

The Christ-child lay on Mary's lap, 
His hair was like a light. 

(O weary, weary were the world, 
But here is all aright.) 

 
The Christ-child lay on Mary's breast 

His hair was like a star. 
(O stern and cunning are the kings, 

But here the true hearts are.)  
 

The Christ-child lay on Mary's heart, 
His hair was like a fire. 

(O weary, weary is the world, 
But here the world's desire.) 

 
The Christ-child stood on Mary's knee, 

His hair was like a crown, 
And all the flowers looked up at Him, 

And all the stars looked down 

G. K. Chesterton 

 

 

Skipper: The Late Tommy Nichols – 
Founder and Skipper forever  

Reunion Planner: Ben Laurens – 192 
Highway 70 East Bettie, Beaufort, NC 
28516                                                                      
Ph: 252-504-3733, Email: 
nriver@ec.rr.com 

Administrative Secretary: Pat 
Bridgford- 14321 S. Locust St., 
Olathe, KS 66062                                                                        

Ph: 913-764-1198, Email: pat.ussmills@gmail.com    

Financial Advisory Officer: Robert Foust – 15402 
Clearview Lane, Urbandale, IA 50323                                                                        

Ph: 515-978-4046, Email: rfoust15402@mchsi.com 


